
Jessica Pontoriero, Breana Connelly, and Marlie Weston

The Wedding Dress



Introduction
Wedding dresses have evolved over centuries reflecting:

Cultural influences

Economic shifts

Advancements in textile and sewing techniques

Let’s explore how wedding dresses have changed over time, and

our recommended improvements for the wedding dress.



Quality of  Wedding Dresses Over Time
Early wedding dresses (Ancient

to Medieval times) were made

from simple, woven fabrics

(linen, wool, silk, cotton) with

minimal construction

techniques.

Typically, higher class people

wore better quality gowns made

from silk, while lower class wore

lesser quality gowns made from

cotton/linen.



Quality of  Wedding Dresses Over Time
The Victorian/Edwardian

dresses included high-quality,

hand-sewn details, steel-boned

corsets, and intricate

embellishments.

Dresses were made to last a

lifetime with silk, velvet, and

brocade.



Quality of  Wedding Dresses Over Time
20th-century gowns saw mass

production, improving

affordability, but compromising

craftsmanship.

Mass production meant a lower

quality wedding dress. 

Synthetic fabrics became more

popular (Polyester blends, tulle).



Quality of  Wedding Dresses Over Time
Today’s wedding dresses create

a balance of luxury, technology,

and sustainability, offering high-

quality craftsmanship, with a

variety of materials.

There is a wide range of quality

levels today, all depending on

the budget of the bride.

Common fabrics are silk,

organza, and polyester blends.



Which Dress is Higher Quality?

$135
$15,500



Mass production has had a huge negative quality impact on

wedding dresses, increasing affordability, but decreased

craftsmanship.

Many modern dresses lack the durability of historical designs.

Quality Improvements



Quality Improvements
The quality of a wedding dress is
established in the initial stages of its
construction and execution.

Through product development
research on bridal gowns, several
opportunities for quality
enhancement have been identified,
particularly in terms of durability
and wearability.



Quality Concern - Bulkiness 
One prevalent concern among brides is the excessive
weight and bulkiness of traditional wedding gowns.

 A practical solution can be implemented early in

the production phase by incorporating lightweight,

breathable fabrics such as chiffon and organza.

These materials offer increased comfort and

ventilation while minimizing sheerness and

reducing the garment’s overall weight. This

approach allows designers to maintain the desired

volume and silhouette of the gown, without

compromising elegance or comfort. Importantly,

these adjustments can be made without significantly

increasing production costs, while simultaneously

improving overall customer satisfaction.



Quality Concern - Preservation 
Another critical consideration is the long-term
preservation of wedding dresses—a value shared by many
brides.

 Often stored for extended periods, these

garments hold deep sentimental significance and

are sometimes passed down across generations.

To address the issue of fabric degradation over

time, manufacturers might incorporate anti-

yellowing treatments during the production

process. Such treatments can prolong the

garment’s lifespan and help preserve its original

condition.



Quality Concern - Hem Line 
Durability, particularly in relation to the hemline, is an
additional concern within the bridal-wear industry.

 The bottom of a wedding dress frequently comes

into contact with various surfaces, including floors,

grass, and uneven terrain, increasing its

susceptibility to tearing and staining. Ensuring that

the hemline remains visually consistent with the rest

of the gown throughout the event is essential—

especially for preserving its appearance in

photographs. By utilizing reinforced stitching

techniques and implementing more durable

finishing methods, designers can better meet the

needs of brides seeking gowns that remain intact

and aesthetically cohesive throughout their wedding

day.



Thank You


